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he and his people were to be driven step by step
westward into narrower and more restricted quar-
ters, he began to plot a great campaign of exter-
mination. On June 24, 1675, a body of Indians
fell on the town of Swansea, on the eastern side
of Narragansett Bay, slew nine of the inhabitants
and wounded seven others. Though assistance
was sent from Massachusetts,and Plymouth, the
burning and massacring continued, extending to
Rehoboth, Taunton, and towns northward. The
settlements were isolated before the troops could
reach them, their inhabitants were slain, cabins
were burned, and prisoners were carried into cap-
tivity. The Rhode Islanders fled to the islands;
elsewhere settlers gathered in garrisoned forts and
blockhouses and in new forts hastily erected.

Though the authorities of Connecticut and
Massachusetts sent agents among the Nipmucks
hoping to prevent their alliance with Philip, the
effort failed, and by August the tribes on the upper
Connecticut had joined the movement and now be-
gan a determined and systematic destruction of the
settlements in central New England. The famous
massacre and burning of Deerfield took place on
September 12, the surviving inhabitants fleeing
to Hatfield, leaving their town in ruins. Hatfield,